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INSIDE  N.I 


MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN’S  REPORT 


No  new  applications  for  membership  have  been  received  since  the  last  report. 

Please  remember  that  a membership  drive  is  in  progress.  You  can  win  Free  Dues, 
$25.00  credit  on  book  and  periodical  purchases,  or  apply  credit  toward  a Life 
Membership. 


DONATIONS  REPORT 

Name  Donation  Preference  of  Use 

KRANEVELD,  Peter  7 Coins  (NVS)  NI  Reference  Collection 

NVS  = No  Value  Stated  by  Donor 


LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT 

I.  The  Library  has  not  received  any  books  to  report  on  this  past  month,  but  our 
thanks  to  Robert  Plemmons  for  his  donation  of  catalogs  and  magazines. 

II.  The  Library  now  has  a new  computer  and  we  are  now  able  to  provide  copies  of 
the  Subject  Index  in  ASCII  on  either  3"  or  5"  disks  at  the  same  price  of  $5.00.  If 
anyone  is  interested,  please  drop  us  a line. 


Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.  Book  Librarian 
James  D.  Haley,  Periodical  Librarian 


MARCUS  AURELIUS  SESTERCE 


On  the  reverse  of  a bronze  Sesterce  struck  for  Marcus  Aurelius  is  depicted  the  spoils 
from  his  victories  over  the  Germanic  tribes. 
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(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 


FROM  THE  MAILBOX 


Further  comments  on  the  word  " numismatics " 

On  the  back  cover  of  the  April  1995,  NI  BULLETIN , Doctor  Turfboer  makes  some 
good  points  about  the  name  of  our  hobby.  However,  he  did  leave  out  some  "TICS" 
words  that  I know  have  been  applied  to  numismatists.  One  is  "hereTICS",  another 
is  "lunaTICS",  and  still  another  often  used  word  is  "fanaTICS".  Frank  S.  Robinson 
even  has  an  excellent  book  that  the  entitled  CONFESSIONS  OF  A NUMISMATIC 
FANATIC. 

As  to  the  "OLOGY"  words  that  the  Doctor  used,  "numismatology"  and 
"numismatoligists",  these  are  already  good  words  that  can  be  found  in  most 
dictionaries.  These  words  can  be  found  just  before  "nummary",  of  or  pertaining  to 
coins  or  money;  "nummular",  coin  shaped;  "nummulite",  having  a some  what  coin 
like  shell;  and  "numskull",  a colloquial  term  for  numismatists. 

RealisTICS  shows  that  "numismatics"  describes  the  hobby  more  accurately  than  does 
something  like  "coinologist"  as  it  is  more  encompassing  than  just  coins.  Even 
"currencyologist"  or  "moneyologist"  would  not  bring  in  the  collectors  of  medals  or 
tokens  or  odd  and  curious  items,  or  even  political  things  the  way  that  numismatics 
does.  And  too,  "numisma"  goes  back  to  the  Greeks  and  Latins  where  the  start  of  our 
hobby  can  be  found. 

I do  have  to  agree  with  the  Doctor  that  most  people  cannot  pronounce  the  word 
"numismatics"  let  along  know  what  it  is.  But  does  this  mean  that  we  should  change 
what  the  hobby  is  called?  We  should  not  become  hypercriTICS  about  the  subject. 
No,  I think  we  should  enjoy  the  masses  educationalisTICS  short  falls  and  relish  in  our 
own  numismatic  knowledge.  But  then,  just  how  much  "numismatic"  knowledge  does 
the  average  coin  collector  have?  Does  he  or  she  know  that  "numisma"  is  the  Latin 
form  of  the  Greek  "nomisma"?  Or  that  the  tern  "numismata"  is  a generic  term  for 
money,  like  the  Latin  "nummus"  which  is  also  written  "numus"?  How  about 
"nummularius",  the  term  for  a Roman  money  changer?  I could  go  on  with  words 
like,  "nummi  castrenses",  "nummi  mixti",  "nummus  aereus",  "nummus  dentatus",  or 
even  "nummi  caduceati"  a name  that  I am  sure  that  the  good  Doctor  Turfboer  is  very 
knowledgeable  of,  but  are  all  collectors? 

I believe  that  as  long  as  we  enjoy  what  every  sectionalisTICS  of  our  hobby  that  we 
engage  in  we  can  be  oblivious  to  the  other  sections,  and  their  special  terms  and 
sciences,  and  still  be  a true  numismatist.  After  all,  no  one  can  be  an  expert  in  all 
forms  of  any  one  science,  and  numismatics  is  a true  science  with  many  sections  as 
well  as  it  being  a very  enjoyablisTICS  hobby.  I do  hope  that  the  Websters  and  Prince 
Charles  and  Dr.  Turfboer  will  forgive  me. 


Robert  R.  Kutcher 
Lincoln,  Nebraska 
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THE  HALF  TALERS  OF  THE  AUSTRIAN  NOBLE  HOUSES 


A supplement  to 

THE  TALERS  OF  THE  AUSTRIAN  NOBLE  HOUSES 
John  S.  Davenport,  Mount  Dora,  Florida,  NI  H 802 

BATTHYANI 


Karl  Joseph  1764-1772 


151  1/2  Taler  1764,  1765 

CAROL.  S:R:I.  PRINC:  DE.  BATTHYAN.P:I:N:U:&:S.  COM:  AUR: 
U:E:C:C:P:S:U:S:C:,  bust  R.,  I.  TODA.  F.  below. 

GEN:  C:  MAR:  U:  L:  DIM:  COL:  U:S:C:&:(X)  R:A:M:A:I:CONS:  &.S: 
CONF:  MIN:  date,  crowned,  helmeted  and  supported  arms. 

1764  4,000  minted  Hoi.  10,  12 


* CAROL.  S:R:I.  PRINC:  DE.  BATTHYAN.  P:I:N:U.&.S:-COM:  AUR: 
U.E:C:C:P:S:U:S:C:,  bust  R. 

Similar  to  #151  with  CONF.  M.,  date,  crowned  and  mantled  arms. 

500  minted  Hoi.  15 
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Ludwig  1788-1806 


153  1/2  Taler  1789 

LVDOVICVS.  S.R.I.  PRINCEPS  DE  BATTHYAN  STRATTMAN:,  bust  R. 

PERPETVVS  IN  NEMET  VIVAR.  S.C.R.A.M.  ACT.  CAM.  INC.  COM. 
CAST.  PERP.  ET  SUPR.  COM.  1789,  crowned,  mantled  and  supported  arms. 


Hoi.  18 


EGGENBERG 
Johann  Anton  1634-1649 


154  1/2  Taler  1644 

IOAN.  ANT.  D.G.  DVX.  CRVMLOVII,  bust  R. 

SA.  RO.  IMP.  PRINC.  AB  - ECCHENBERG.  1644,  crowned  arms  in  Order 
band. 

Meyer  41 
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155  1/2  Taler  1647 

IOAN.  ANT.  D.G.  DVX.  CRVMLOVn,  bust  R. 

SA.  RO.  IMP.  PRINC.  AB  - ECCHENBERG.  1647,  crowned  arms. 

Meyer  57 

Weise  (1583)  describes  a 1649  which  Meyer  thinks  doubtful. 

Johann  Christoph  1649-1710  & Johann  Seyfried  1649-1713 


156 


1/2  Taler  1654 


IOAN.  CHRIST.  ET.  IOAN.  SEYF.  S.R.I.M.P.C.  GRAD:,  confronted  busts, 
date  below  in  scroll. 


DVC.  CRVM.  ET.  PRINC.  AB.  EGGENBERG.  FRATres.,  crowned  arms. 
H - S in  shield. 


Meyer  78 
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*IOAN.  CHRIST.  ET.  IOAN.  SEYF.  S.R.IM.P.C.  G RADIS,  mm  VF-S, 
confronted  busts,  date  below  in  scroll. 

^DVC.  CRVM.  ET.  PRINC.  AB.  EGGENBERG.  FRATRES,  crowned  arms, 
H - S in  shield. 


A.  With  8 IOAN.  and  (*)  on  rev. 


Meyer  87,  88 


There  are  1/4  Talers  of  1644,  1655,  1658. 


ESZTERHAZY 
Niklolaus  Joseph  1762-1790 


158  1/2  Taler  1770 

NICOL.  S.R.I.  PRINC.  - ESZTERHAZY  DE  GALANTHA,  bust  R. 


*U.S.C.  ET  R.A.M.  CONS.  INT.  ET  GEN.  C.  MAR.  1770,  crowned  and 
mantled  arms. 


500  minted 


Hoi.  37 
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GLATZ 


Johann  von  Pernstein  1537-1548 


(No  photo) 
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1/2  Taler  1540 


* IOHAN  * BARO  * A * BERNSTEIN  * IN  * HELF.,  two  shields. 

* MONE  * NO  * COMITATVS  * GLACENS  * 1540,  crowned  lion. 


F.  & S.  2806 


There  are  1/4  Talers  of  1540,  1541,  1543,  1550. 
There  are  1/8  Talers  of  1541,  1543,  1544. 


LIECHTENSTEIN 
Joseph  Johann  Adam  1721-1732 
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1/2  Taler  1728,  1729 


IOS:  IO:  A:  D:G:S:R:I:P:  & GUB:  DOM:  DE  LIECHTENSEIN,  bust  R. 

OPP:  & CARN:  DUX.  C.  RITB:  GRAN:  HISP:  P:  CLAS:  S.C.M.  INT. 
CONS:,  date,  crowned  and  mantled  arms. 


Total  1045  minted  of  the  two  dates. 


Hoi.  46,  49 


133 


Joseph  Wenzel  1748-1772 


161  1/2  Taler  1758 

IOS.  WENC.  D.G.S.R.I.  PR.  & GUB.  DOM.  DE  LIECHTENSTEIN.,  bust  R. 

OPP.  & CARN.  DUX.  COM.  RITTB.  S.C.M.  CONS.  INT.  & 
CAMPI=MARESCHAL,  crowned  and  supported  arms.  1758  below. 

Hoi.  52 


Franz  Joseph  1772-1781 


162  1/2  Taler  1778 

FRANC.  IOS.  D.G.S.R.I.  PR.  & GUB.  DOM.  DE  LIECHTENSTEIN.,  bust  R. 

OPP.  &.  CARN.  DUX.  COM.  RITTB.  S.C.M.  CONS.  INT.  AUR.  VELLERIS 
EQUES.  1778.,  crowned  arms. 

Hoi.  55 
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NOSTITZ-RIENICK 


Anton  Johann  1683-1736 


163  1/2  Taler  1719 

ANT.  I OH.  S.R.I.  COM.  DE  NOST.  ET  RIN.,  bust  R.,  GFN  below. 

S.C.M.  CONS.  INT.  CAM.  SVPR.  R.  BOH.  PRAEF.  BVRGG.  EGR.,  crowned 
arms,  swan  above,  griffins  at  sides,  17-19  below. 

Hoi.  62 


PARR 

Johann  Wenzel  1769-1792 


164  1/2  Taler  1771 

IOH.  WEN.  S.R.IMP.  PRINCEPS  A.  PAAR.,  bust  R. 

S.I.  AUL.  REG.  HER.  &.  P.  - GE.  H.  POST.  MAG.  1771,  crowned  arms  with 
double  eagle. 

500  minted  Hoi.  66 
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Wenzel  1792-1812 


1/2  Taler  1794 

WENCESLAVS.  S.  ROM.  IMP.  PRINCEPS.  A.  PAAR.,  bust  R„  I.N.W. 
below. 

SVP.  IMP.  AVL.  REG.  HER  - P.G.  HER.  POST.  MAG.  1794.,  arms  as  above. 

Hoi.  72 


SCHLICK 

Stephan  (1505-1526),  Burian  (d.  1532),  Hieronymous  (d.  1550) 
Heinrich  (d.1528),  Lorenz  (d.  1581) 


1/2  Taler  n.d. 

+ ARMA.  DOM  (I).  SLICOM.  STEFA.  ET.  FRA.  COM.  D.  BA(S),  St. 
Joachim  standing  dividing  S - I,  shield  at  lower  L. 

LVDOVICVS:  PRIMV:  D:  GRACIA:  REX:  BOE(MIE)o,  Bohemian  lion. 


There  is  a 1/4  Taler  n.d. 


F.  16-32 
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1/2  Taler  n.d. 


AR:  DO(M):  SLI:  ST  - E:  7:  FRA:  CO(M):  BA(S),  as  above,  shield  below 
breaking  legend. 

mm.  LVDOWICVS:  PRIM:  D:  GRACIA:  R(E)(X):  B(O),  Bohemian  lion. 

A.  With  CO(M).  D.  B. 

There  is  a 1/4  Taler  n.d.  F.  69-82,  89,  98 


168  1/2  Taler  1525 

AR.  DOM.  SLI.  ST  - E.  7.  FRA.  CO.  D.  B.,  Saint  dividing  S - 1 and  15  - 25, 
shield  below. 

£ LVDOVICVS.  PRIM.  D.  GRACIA.  REX.  B(O),  Bohemian  lion. 

A.  With  LVDOVIC.  PRIM.  DEI.  GRA.  REX.  BOEM. 

There  is  a 1/4  Taler  1526.  F.  102-106 

Thick  Taler  1525 

AR.  D®  SLI.  STE.  - 7:  FRA.  CO.  D:  B.  25^helmeted  arms. 
LVDOVICVS.  PRIM:  DE:  GRACIA:  R:  B:  *,  lion. 

A unique  thick  taler,  34mm.,  but  taler  weight  of  29.10g. 

Lanz  II  - 1193 


137 


169  1/2  Taler  1526,  1527 

AR.  DO.  SLI(C).  STEF  - ET.  FRA.  CO.  D(E).  BA.,  Saint  above  helmeted 
arms  with  2-6  or  2-7  below. 

LODOWIC.  PRIM.  DEI.  GRA.  REX.  BOEM.  mm.  lily  on  2-6. 2-7  or  orb  2-6, 
Bohemian  lion. 


F.  118-119,  121,  126-128 

I 


170  1/2  Taler  1526,  1527,  1528 

AR(MA).  D(O).  SLI(C).  STEF.  - ET.  FRA.  CO.  D(E).  BA(SA)(N),  as  above. 
FERDINAND V S . PRIM.  DEI.  GRA.  REX.  BOEMIE.,  ±,  Bohemian  Uon. 
The  dates  are  15-26,  2-7,  2-8. 

F.  136,  144,  150-52 

(To  be  continued) 
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AN  OLLA  PODRIDA 

Bob  Forrest , Manchester,  England,  NI  #2382 

Readers  of  NI  BULLETIN  will  know  my  predilection  for  the  odder  comers  of 
numismatic  literature,  and  they  don’t  come  much  odder  that  Richard  Sainthill’s  book 
An  Olla  Podrida;  or  Scraps,  Numismatic,  Antiquarian  & Literary,  published  in  two 
volumes  in  London  in  1844. 

An  Olla  Podrida  is  a Spanish  dish,  as  Mr.  Sainthill  explains: 

"It  is  generally  composed  of  beef,  mutton,  chicken,  bacon,  sausage,  red 
pepper,  ham,  cabbage,  peas,  carrots,  turnips,  all  boiled  up  together,  and 
served  up,  after  the  soup  which  is  extracted  from  it.  It  is  just  eatable 
in  the  absence  of  anything  else." 

The  book  contains  some  orthodox  numismatic  essays  on  English  coinage;  Papal, 
English  and  French  medals;  the  finding  of  Roman  coin  hoards;  a short  essay  on  gold 
Cufic  coins;  and  even  some  mention  (in  the  preface  to  vol.  2)  of  Parthian  coins.  But 
these  are  interspersed  with  some  curious  odds  and  ends  which  make  it  a veritable  olla 
podrida. 

Thus  he  reprints  from  the  Gentleman  s Magazine  an  account  of  his  visit  to  South 
Mims  church  in  1830,  and  he  reprints  the  text  of  a lecture  he  gave  to  the  Cork 
Cuverian  Society  entitled,  "Who  was  the  Old  Countess  of  Desmond?"  (She  was, 
apparently,  a lady  who  was  reputed  to  have  lived  to  the  age  of  140,  and  who  "did 
dentire  twice  or  thrice,  casting  her  old  teeth,  and  others  coming  in  their  place.") 

Things  get  even  stranger  when  we  are  treated  to  two  odes  in  the  Old  Irish  language, 
composed  in  1839  by  the  Reverend  Mathew  Horgan  of  Blarney.  Both  are  dedicated 
to,  and  in  praise  of,  "the  learned  R.  Sainthill",  though  it  would  appear  that  their 
composition  was  as  much  inspired  by  the  gift  of  two  bottles  of  eighteen  years  old 
whisky  as  by  Mr.  Sainthill’ s intellectual  achievements. 

Elsewhere  we  are  treated  to  a reprint  of  a letter  from  Aquilla  Smith  about  the 
unwrapping  of  a mummified  ibis,  the  letter  being  "written  with  a pen  made  of  one  of 
the  quills  of  the  right  wing  of  the  mummy."  He  then  quotes  the  following  piece  of 
wisdom  from  Henderson’s  History  of  Wines,  published  in  1824: 

"Good  wine  makes  good  blood;  good  blood  causeth  good  humours; 
good  humours  causeth  good  thoughts;  good  thoughts  bring  forth  good 
works;  good  works  carry  a man  to  Heaven.  Ergo,  good  wine  carrieth 
a man  to  Heaven." 

Thereafter,  our  author  launches  into  accounts  of  strange  encounters  with  the  fairies 
of  Knocksheegowna  and  an  unquiet  ghost  in  County  Tipperary.  After  a brief  dalliance 
with  the  natural  history  of  crows,  volume  2 closes  with  a few  recipes  for  curries! 
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The  following  is  an  example  of  numismatic  Sainthilliana,  taken  from  his  vol.  1, 
p.  149-15 1,  with  an  addendum  to  it  taken  from  vol.  2.  I leave  readers  to  make  up 
their  own  minds  about  his  triangular  argument 

THE  TRIANGLE,  AN  EMBLEM  OF  THE  TRINITY. 

Extract  from  a Letter  published  in  the  Gentleman  s Magazine,  August  1836. 

Several  writers  have  supposed  that  the  triangle  inclosing  the  busts  of  the  sovereign, 
on  the  Irish  coins  of  King  John,  Henry  IE.  and  the  early  Edwards,  was  intended  to 
represent  the  harp,  the  present  national  arms  of  Ireland.  I am  not  aware  of  the  harp 
appearing  as  the  armorial  bearings  of  Ireland  until  on  the  coins  of  Henry  VIII.  which, 
it  is  surmised,  was  occasioned  by  Pope  Leo  X.  sending  the  King  a harp  (still  shown 
in  Dublin,  at  the  College,  and  said  to  have  belonged  to  the  great  Brian  Boroimhe). 
And  Simon  mentions  that  the  triangle  is  also  found  on  the  coins  of  Sweden,  Denmark, 
France  and  Portugal.  It  strikes  me,  that  the  triangle  may  have  been  intended  on  the 
Irish  coins  to  represent  "the  emblem  of  the  Holy  Trinity,"  and  that  the  bust,  or 
supposed  portrait  of  the  Sovereign,  so  placed  within  it,  would  be  an  object  of 
veneration;  for,  as  the  English  Kings  were  strangers  and  invaders  in  Ireland,  they 
might  consider  it  advisable  policy  to  connect  themselves  on  the  coinage  with  those 
religious  feelings  of  the  Irish,  which  might  induce  a favourable  consideration  of  the 
foreigner.  A triangle,  with  the  words  Pater,  Filius,  Spiritus  Sanctus,  one  at  the 
extremity  of  each  of  the  points,  and  Deus  in  the  centre,  was  a received  emblem  of  the 
Holy  Trinity,  and  the  arms  of  the  Trinity  Priory,  Ipswich.  (Vide  Hone’s  Ancient 
Mysteries,  page  87,  where  an  engraving  of  it  is  given  from  a Missal.)  It  still,  I 
believe,  continues,  as  the  Masonic  emblem  of  Wisdom,  Strength,  and  Beauty;  and 
very  possibly  it  may  at  the  period  we  refer  to,  when  the  Masons  were  a powerful, 
numerous,  and  connected  craft  throughout  Europe,  have  been  their  personification  of 
"The  Supreme  Intelligence,"  and  from  them  adopted  by  the  church,  and  worshipped 
by  the  people.  On  the  Obverses  of  the  Irish  coins  of  Kings  John,  Henry  IE.  and 
Edwards  (whether  I.  II.  or  IE.  there  is  no  means  of  distinguishing),  the  Sovereign’s 
bust  appears  within  a triangle.  On  the  Reverse  of  King  John’s  pennies,  there  are 
within  the  triangle  the  sun,  the  moon,  and  three  stars  (one  at  each  extremity);  and  on 
the  outside  of  the  triangle,  at  each  extremity,  there  is  a cross,  and  in  each  of  the  three 
spaces  (the  bases  of  the  triangle)  there  is  also  a cross.  And  on  some  of  the  Dublin 
pennies  of  Henry  El.  there  is  a star  between  the  sceptre  and  the  triangle.  These 
various  accompaniments  to  the  triangle,  I think,  all  favour  my  conjecture,  from  their 
religious  character. 


Since  the  publication  of  these  remarks  of  mine,  by  my  good  friend  Mr.  Urban,  I have 
met  further  confirmation  of  their  correctness. 

In  a Sermon  of  Jeremy  Taylor’s,  preached  A.D.  1646,  at  page  84  of  the  old  folio 
edition,  this  passage  occurs: 

"And  though  I cannot  think  that  nature  was  so  sacramental  as  to  point 
out  the  holy  and  mysterious  Trinity  by  the  triangle  of  the  heart,  yet  it 
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is  certain  that  the  heart  of  man  is  God’s  special  portion,  and  every 
angle  ought  to  point  out  towards  him  directly.  That  is,  the  soul  of 
man  ought  to  be  presented  to  God,  and  given  Him,  as  an  oblation  to 
the  interests  of  His  service." 


Also,  at  one  of  the  late  sales  of  Mr.  Young’s  property,  I bought  a large  number  of 
Papal  medals,  and  among  them  is  one  of  Pope  "Innocent  X.  Pont.  Max.  A.  VII." 
(A.D.  1651);  on  the  Reverse  of  which  is  a representation  of  the  Supreme  Being, 
crowned  with  the  triangle,  and  seated  on  the  clouds,  his  right  hand  extended  as 
commanding  all  things;  with  his  left  supporting  a globe  surmounted  with  the  cross. 

In  this  representation  the  triangle  clearly  indicates  "The  Trinity  in  Unity,"  and  thus 
in  Pope  Innocent  X.  and  Jeremy  Taylor  we  have  the  concurrence  of  divines  of 
different  persuasions  of  Christians,  that  under  the  form  of  the  triangle  was  intended 
to  be  understood  the  Trinity  in  Unity. 

I have  had  the  Ipswich  Priory  Arms  engraved  for  my  reader’s  consideration,  and  a 
plate,  No.  10,  with  the  Coins  and  Medals  spoken  of  in  the  previous  remarks,  viz. 


No.  1.  Irish  penny  of  King  John,  from  the  collection  of  the  late  Dean  of  St. 
Patrick’s;  the  moneyer  is  now  first  published. 

Obverse,  JOHANNES  REX. 

Reverse,  JOHAN  ON  DIVELI. 


No.  2.  Irish  penny  of  Henry  El. 

Obverse,  HENRICUS  REX  EL  Star  near  the  sceptre. 
Reverse,  RICARD  ON  DIVE. 


No.  3 Irish  penny  of  Edward,  with  a brooch  of  five  jewels,  from  the  Dean  of 
St.  Patrick’s  cabinet.  Unpublished. 

Obverse,  EDW  R ANGL  DNS  HYB. 

Reverse,  CIVITAS  VATERFOR. 


No.  4 The  Reverse  of  the  medal  of  Pope  Innocent  X.  inscribed, 
FIAT  PAX  IN  VIRTUTE  TUA. 


No.  5 Reverse  of  an  English  provincial  halfpenny,  1790,  with  the  emblems 
of  Masonry  within  the  triangle,  inscribed,  SIT  LUX  ET  LUX  FUIT. 
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PL.  10 

THE  TRIANGLE  AN  EMBLEM  OF  THE  TRINITY. 
1 2 


3 
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ADDENDA  TO 


"THE  TRIANGLE  AN  EMBLEM  OF  THE  TRINITY." 

Since  the  publication  of  the  Olla,  I have  met  with  three  medals  confirmatory  of  my 
view  that  the  triangle  was  used  as  an  emblem  of  the  Deity: 

One,  of  Pope  Clement  XI.  the  bust  by  "Jo.  Hameranus."  Reverse,  a female  figure 
(Religion)  looking  up  to  Heaven,  where  appears  the  Triangle  in  glory,  whose  rays 
shine  on  her,  and  breaking  or  separating  the  inscription,  "FIAT  PAX  SUPER 
ISRAEL."  In  the  exergue,  "1701." 

Second,  the  bust  of  an  ecclesiastic,  inscribed,  "CAREX  CAB.  OULTREMONT.  D. 
G.  EP.  PR.  LEOD.  DELICLE  CIVIUM."  Engraver,  "JACOBI."  Reverse,  a column 
surmounted  by  a globe  and  cross,  to  which  a female  is  suspending  a coronetted  shield. 
Armorial  bearings:  a crowned  lion  rampant,  between  two  clouds  the  Triangle,  from 
which  rays  of  glory  stream  on  the  column.  Inscription,  "LUX  ORTA  EST  JUSTO 
ET  RECTIS  CORDE  L/ETITIA." 

Third  (which  may  be  a coin,  in  silver).  Obverse,  five  glorified  saints  standing  in  line, 
fronting  or  facing  the  spectator:-  to  the  spectator’s  extreme  left,  a bishop  with  his 
crosier  giving  his  blessing,  attended  by  a bird,  a female,  a warrior  leaning  on  his 
sword,  another  warrior  unarmed,  a second  female.  Inscription,  "SS.  MARTIN’  EP. 
VINCENTI’  M.  HERMES  M.  CHRYSANTH’  ET  DARIA  MM.  TRANSLATE" 
Reverse,  an  outer  inscription,  "A  MAX.  GAUD.  EX  COMIT.  DE  KVENBVRG, 
ARCHIEP.  ET  PR.  SAL.  SED.  AP.  LE.  GER.  PRIM."  In  the  upper  part  of  the  field 
a Triangle  in  glory.  Within,  the  word  "DEO."  At  the  sides  of  the  Triangle, 
"FUNDATORI,  AUCTORI,  CONSERVATORI."  Below,  "PRO  GRATIA  GRATLE." 
Beneath,  a shield  of  six  coats,  surmounted  by  an  archiepiscopal  hat  with  six  tassels, 
and  an  inner  circle  of  inscription:  "FUND ATI  ARCHIEPTUS  SALISB.  UNDECIMO 
S^CULO." 

NUMISMATIC  EXTRACTS  FROM  SELECTED  LITERATURE 

What  is  to  be  made  of  Belgic  coins?  How  can  these  discs  of  gold  be  used  to  achieve 
dating  evidence  for  the  first  Belgic  intruders  in  Britain?  There  are  no  inscriptions  on 
them  until  very  nearly  the  end  of  the  first  century  BC,  no  consuls  or  emperors  or 
events  commemorated.  Sometimes  only  a badly  drawn  head  of  Apollo  copied  from 
numerous  copies  of  a Macedonian  original  is  faintly  recognizable.  Some  degenerate 
into  blobs  and  whirls  that  started  life  in  superb  classical  symmetry,  others  retain  some 
clarity.  The  truth  is,  before  about  60  BC  the  dating  of  Belgic  coins  in  Britain  is  far 
from  certain,  and  even  the  date  usually  now  accepted  for  the  earliest  Belgic  coins  in 
England  in  the  late  second  century  BC)  is  not  founded  on  irrefutable  logic. 

(Taken  from  Celtic  Britain,  Lloyd  Liang, 
London,  1980,  p.92.) 

(Submitted  by  Carling  Gresham) 
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THE  SMOLENSK  SIEGE  AND  VICTORY  MEDAL 

Arthur  J.  Majewski,  Detroit,  Michigan,  NI  #1166 


February  24,  1995  represented  the  360th  anniversary  of  the  lifting  of  the  siege/victory 
at  Smolensk  of  Poles  over  the  Russians. 

Background 

Within  the  borders  of  the  Polish-Lithuanian  Commonwealth,  200  miles  west  of 
Moscow,  fortified  merely  by  a wall  with  no  moat,  was  the  city  of  Smolensk.  Tsar 
Michal  Federowicz  coveted  this  city.  In  1632  he  established  a hundred  thousand  man 
army,  placing  Michal  Borysiewich  Selim  at  its  head.  This  army  consisted  principally 
of  a few  well  trained  Russian  divisions  under  the  command  of  French,  German  and 
Scotch  mercenary  officers.  Part  of  this  force  contained  a contingent  of  6,000  German 
troops.  The  underlying  scheme  for  the  formation  of  this  army  was  to  secure 
Smolensk  for  Russia. 

Events 


After  two  fruitless  years  of  siege,  the  German  contingent  succeeded  in  forcing  a small 
gap  in  the  city  wall  and  prepared  to  push  onward.  To  forestall  the  Germans  from 
taking  credit  for  the  victory,  Selim  ordered  the  troops  to  fire  on  his  own  allies! 
Polish  King  Wladyslaw  sealed  the  roads  to  cut  enemy  supply  lines  and  surrounded 
the  entire  enemy  force.  The  Russians  surrendered  to  the  Polish  King  on  the  24th  of 
February  1634.  To  memorialize  this  victory,  the  Polish  Government  issued  a medal. 

Victory  Medal 


Obverse:  Wladyslaw  IV  (on  horseback),  in  the  company  of  Field  Marshal 

Krystof  Radziwil,  accepts  the  surrender  of  the  Russians.  In  the 
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scene,  the  Polish  cavalry  delivers  Russian  banners  and  captive 
enemy  troops.  In  the  background,  Smolensk  and  the  Russian 
army  camps  are  depicted. 


Reverse: 


Inscriptions 

Obverse: 


Reverse: 


King  Wladyslaw  IV  (on  horseback)  accompanied  by  his  field 
marshals  and  in  front  of  his  army  divisions,  receives  the 
Turkish  and  Swedish  representatives.  The  background  displays 
an  angel  holding  a palm  (peace)  and  a laurel  (victory)  over  the 
King’s  head.  Below  the  stones  the  date  (1636)  appears. 


DEI  OPT:  MAX:  AVSPICIO  INVICT:  VLADISLAI IV  POL: 
SVECIAQ  REG:  ARMIS  VICTRIC:  SMOLENSCV 

OBSIDIONE  LIBERATV  MOSCI  SVBIVGATI  SIGNA 
DVCES  PROSTRATI.  (By  Grace  of  God  with  the  assistance 
of  almighty  God,  undefeated  Wladyslaw  IV  Polish  Swedish 
King  with  victorious  arms  liberated.)  Encircling. 

.ET.  BELLO.  ET.  PACE.  COLENDVS.  TVRCAvE.  PACEM. 
FERENTES.  ET.  SVECI.  (In  war  and  peace  noteworthy; 
offering  Turkey  and  Sweden  peace.)  Encircling. 


Date  1636. 

Metal  Silver,  gold. 

Size  Diameter  80mm. 

Engraver  Sebastian  Dadler. 

Addenda  One  of  a series  of  medal  commissioned  by  the  Polish  Royal  Court  to 
be  struck  to  commemorate  events  of  the  reign  of  King  Wladyslaw  IV. 
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Book  News  & Reviews 


ARMENIAN  COINS  AND  THEIR  VALUES.  By  Y.T.  Nercessian.  Armenian 
Numismatic  Society,  Special  Publication  No.  8,  Los  Angeles,  1995.  254  pp.,  48 
plates,  bibliography,  and  valuations.  Available  from  Classical  Numismatic 
Group,  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  479,  Lancaster,  PA  17608-0479.  Price  is  $36.50  plus  $5.00 
postage  and  handling. 

During  the  past  year,  I have  vainly  entered  numerous  bids  on  offerings  of  Paul  Z. 
Bedoukian's  Coinage  of  Cilician  Armenia  (New  York:  ANS,  Numismatic  Notes  and 
Monographs , No.  147,  1962,  xxxi,  494  pp.,  48  plates)  in  various  and  asundry 
numismatic  literature  auctions.  As  a passionate  student  of  medieval  coinage  and  its 
literature,  I am  well  aware  of  the  importance  of  this  seminal  work  on  Roupenian 
coinage.  Its  scarcity  and  value  are  attested  to  most  recently  by  its  appearance  as  lot 
no.  122  in  Remy  Bourne's  March  1995  Numismatic  Literature  Review  (Vol.  1,  No.  2) 
where  it  was  offered  for  $125.  Imagine  my  delight,  therefore,  when  I received  notice 
that  Y.T.  Nercessian  had  published  a very  affordable  work  addressing  not  only  the 
coinage  of  Cilician  Armenia  (A.D.  1080-1375),  but  also  the  coinage  of  the  Armenian 
kingdom  of  Sophene  (ca.  260-70  B.C.),  the  coinage  of  the  Artaxiads  of  Armenia  (189 
B.C.  - A.D.  34),  and  the  coinage  of  the  Armenian  kingdom  of  Commagene  (ca.  163 
B.C.  - A.D.  72). 

Even  the  briefest  examination  of  Armenian  Coins  And  Their  Values  demonstrates  that 
it  is  a fine  and  essential  resume  of  the  coinages  covered  with  greater  depth  in  the 
earlier  cited  Coinage  of  Cilician  Armenia , as  well  as  Bedoukian's  other  specialized 
studies,  Coinage  of  the  Artaxiads  of  Armenia  (London:  Royal  Numismatic  Society, 
Special  Publication,  No.  10,  1978,  81  pp.,  8 plates),  and  Coinage  of  the  Armenian 
Kingdoms  of  Sophene  and  Commagene  (Los  Angeles:  Armenian  Numismatic  Society, 
Special  Publication,  No.  4,  1985,  37  pp.,  2 plates).  The  catalogue  classifies  the  coins 
based  on  iconography  of  the  coin  design,  legend,  size,  and  weight.  It  includes  the 
following  information  for  each  coin:  an  assigned  catalogue  number,  denomination, 
simplified  description  of  the  reverse  design  for  quick  identification  purposes,  full 
obverse  and  reverse  descriptions  (design,  inscription  and  translations  of  inscriptions), 
metal,  weight,  cross-references,  and  census  information.  Most  of  the  catalogued  coins 
are  included  in  the  photographic  plates.  Finally,  valuations  (in  U.S.  dollars)  are 
provided  for  the  coins  in  fine  and  very  fine  condition. 

The  catalogue's  photographic  plates  generally  manifest  very  high  quality  photography 
and  are  well  printed.  However,  in  discussing  the  grading  of  medieval  Armenian  coins, 
the  author  notes  that  medieval  Armenian  coins  "have  very  little  relief'  and  "the 
inscription  and  ruler's  effigy  have  the  same  depth."  Thus,  it  is  little  surprise  that  the 
photographic  plates  of  many  of  these  coins,  while  generally  functional,  are  nonetheless 
disappointing.  As  with  so  many  medieval  coins,  line  drawings  would  be  of  greater 
utility  than  the  highest  quality  photography  and  printing.  Perhaps  line  drawings  are  of 
prohibitive  cost  or  there  exists  a misplaced  affection  for  modernity,  however,  the 
publisher  and  author  ought  to  consider  the  incorporation  of  line  drawings  into  any 
future  editions  of  this  corpus. 
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A few  other  noteworthy  features  of  the  work  include  an  extremely  interesting 
discussion  of  the  production  of  dies  for  medieval  Armenian  coins,  a comprehensive 
bibliography  and  index,  chapters  on  counterfeit  Armenian  coins  and  grading  Armenian 
coins,  and,  finally,  a rarity  guide. 

Although  the  work  necessarily  eschews  comprehensive  historical,  dynastic,  and 
economic  expositions  on  the  coinages  covered,  it  deserves  a place  in  every  serious 
numismatist's  library.  Further,  the  affordability,  comprehensive  coverage,  and  ready 
availability  of  this  newly  published  general  work  will  soon  cause  the  specialized  studies 
detailed  above  to  be  superseded  as  the  primary  standard  references  cited  for  Armenian 
coins  in  auction  catalogues  and  price  lists. 

Reviewed  by  Donald  S.  Yarab. 


Military  Club  Tokens , Chits,  and  Woods  of  Japan.  By  John  K.  Kallman. 
Available  from  John  K.  Kallman,  P.O.  Box  868,  St.  Joseph,  MN  56374.  Price  is 
$10.00  postpaid  in  the  United  States,  $12.00  overseas  for  surface  mail  or  $14.00 
for  airmail. 

John  K.  Kallman  has  recently  announced  a completely  updated  and  revised  edition  of 
Military  Club  Tokens,  Chits  and  Woods  of  Japan.  According  to  the  author,  many 
newly  identified  tokens,  chits,  and  woods  have  been  added  to  the  listing  and  the 
format  has  been  changed  to  make  the  entire  book  easier  to  read  and  to  use.  For 
instance,  all  obverse  and  reverse  legends  are  now  completely  listed;  reverse  legends 
are  indented  for  easier  reading;  and  spaces  have  been  added  between  each  token 
listing. 

Some  of  the  notable  features  of  the  work  include  use  of  standard  catalogue  numbers, 
including  Curto  numbers  and  International  Bank  Note  Society  numbers.  Additionally, 
military  postal  codes  are  included  for  identifying  locations  of  military  tokens.  Finally, 
some  tokens  which  were  previously  listed  as  military  club  issues  and  which  were  in 
fact  local  issues  are  now  in  a separate  listing.  The  work,  which  is  nearly  sixty  pages  in 
length,  is  available  for  immediate  delivery. 


********************************************************************* 

NUMISMATIC  EXTRACTS  FROM  SELECTED  LITERATURE 

[Regarding  Celtic  Britain,]  significant  is  the  implication  of  literacy  suggested  by  the 
inscriptions  in  Latin  letters  that  appear  on  the  coins.  The  first  inscriptions  on  Belgic 
coins  appeared  in  the  time  of  Commius  himself.  He  figures  shortly  before  25  BC  as 
COMMIOS. 


(Taken  from  Celtic  Britain,  Lloyd  Liang, 
London,  1980,  p.99.) 

(Submitted  by  Carling  Gresham) 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 


Howard  A.  Daniel  HI,  P.  O.  Box  626,  Dunn  Loring,  VA  22027-0626:  United 
Nations  FAO  Coin  and  Medal  Program  Album  Page  2,  Panel  1;  Album  Page  8,  Panel 
3,  Album  Page  11,  Panel  4;  and  Coin  Album  1 wanted  for  my  collection.  Please 
write  first  or  call  me  at  703-560-0744. 

Sanford  J.  Durst,  11  Clinton  Ave.,  Rockville  Centre,  NY  11570:  Offering  a list 
of  over  800  Numismatic  Books  in  Print  relating  to  foreign  numismatics.  The  list  is 
divided  into  16  sections,  by  geographical  areas  with  special  sections  on  books  relating 
to  Medals,  Tokens,  Paper  Money,  Gold,  and  General  foreign  numismatics  and  related 
issues.  The  30-page  list  is  available  for  $1.50  in  the  U.S.,  $2.00  in  Canada  and 
Mexico,  and  $3.00  (airmail)  to  the  rest  of  the  world,  to  cover  postage. 

Karl  Stephens,  P.  O.  Box  458,  Temple  City,  CA  91780:  Free  Price  List.  Write  to 
receive  a copy  of  our  list  which  usually  has  1500+  worldwide  coins,  medals  and 
tokens  from  $10-2,000  each.  We  also  put  out  special  price  lists  on  Polish,  Russian, 
Reformation  items,  K.  Goetz,  Airflight  and  Notgeld. 

Ralph  A.  Cannito,  Box  304,  Washington,  NJ  07882:  WANTED  - Islamic/ Arabic: 
all  hammered  silver  coinage  from  622  AD  to  1900  AD.  I am  especially  interested  in 
rupees,  multiple  and  Nazarana  Rupees  of  Afghanistan,  Indian  Princely  States  and  the 
Mughal,  Ottoman  & Persian  Empires.  Buying  one  coin  or  a collection.  Dealer  and 
collector  offers  are  welcome.  ANA  R068117. 

******************************************************************** 


TWO  SYSTEMS  OF  NUMERATION 


There  are  two  systems  of  numeration  for  numbers  of  ten  digits  or  more.  In  one 
system,  used  in  the  United  States  and  France,  the  "billion"  is  a thousand  millions;  and 
each  higher  denomination,  as  trillion,  quadrillion,  etc.,  is  a thousand  times  the  one 
preceding.  In  the  other  system  used  in  Great  Britain  and  most  other  European 
countries,  the  "billion"  is  a million  millions,  and  each  higher  denomination  is  a 
million  times  the  one  preceding. 


Numerals 


U.S.  and  France  Great  Britain  and  Europe 


1,000,000 

million 

1,000,000,000 

billion 

1,000,000,000,000 

trillion 

1,000,000,000,000,000 

quadrillion 

1 ,000,000,000,000,000,000 

quintillion 

million 

thousand  millions  or  milliarde 

milliarde 

billion 

thousand  billions 
trillion 


(Submitted  by  John  E.  Sandrock) 
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